Official Newspaper of Record for the City of Belleville 
& the Charter Township of Van Buren 
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111 ° (734) 699-9020 


BELLEVILLE -AREA 


Vol. 30.51 Thursday, December 19, 2024 Serving the Communities of Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren F R E E 


Winners of Belleville Holiday Lighting Contest 


Judged by Belleville City Council 


Victoria Commons: First Place - 243 Aberdeen Ct. Victoria Commons: Second Place — 336 Victorian Ln. Remainder of the City: First Place — 86 Bedell 


Remainder of the City: Second Place — 184 S. Biggs Downtown: First Place — Garden Fantasy Downtown: Second Place — Friend’s Fine Floors 


Harbour Pointe: First Place — 392 Light Tower Ct. Belle Villa and Loza Lane: First Place — 20 Menlo Park Belle Villa and Loza Lane: Second Place — 85 Carmell 


Independent photos by James Otzman 
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TA pa Pa Pá 75 Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 
WILLIS FEED MILL| | See ena neg et 


C@P For over 75 year's as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide 
CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 
Affordatie Rental Commuryties for Seniors 


575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 


e Dog and Cat Food ira Os On À : 
j i : . For more information call: 
e Wild Bird and Squirrel Food £ Sy 
e Certified Organic Products | as o M-W-F gam-Noon 
e Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food 
¢ Horse and Livestock Feed = Ia a. tee 
0 ubsidized ren 
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan e _ Individual heating & cooling e On-site laundry 
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton) x epEmergency in-unit pull cords . Transportation Saige E a 
EE E eae TAD 2eGl-0 10] wilisfeed@att.net FG. www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-700 || 5 
AVE S Se White Pine 
Private Cash or UR 

J Sale local checks Your Smile Comes First! 

Hunting Gear Sports Affordable, Kind, and Convenient. 

a Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville 
Guns Bows Memorabilia = www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com 
Knives (734) 699- 4438 Tools and 

Fishing Poles 8 Collectibles 

Fishing Lures A erir Stara Boating u E : 

Lionel Trains ‘ Vale SPM aY Accessories e Now Booking New Patients » 

g . . Open Evenings and Weekends 
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids 


BARNETT 


= ROOfing and Siding, Inc. = 


OVER OF EXPERIENCE 


Roofing ° Siding ° Flat Roofs 


Now Thru Dec. 31, 2024 
Receive Our CentainTeeo Roor 4-Star 
EXTENDED Warranty FOR Free! Current & 


Past Miurtary MEMBERS wit RECEIVE A 
$250 Cascas Girt Carp! 


Licensed & Insured Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D. 
240 Main Street 


Belleville, MI 48111 


734.699.1010 


| 
Visit us @ www.banrnettroofing.com w EYECARE 


perspectiveeyecare.com 
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City Council honors fire fighter Collette McClinton for 22 years 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

At Monday’s regular meeting of the 
Belleville City Council, Collette McClinton 
was honored for her 22 years of service to 
the paid-on-call city fire department as she 
retires. 

First, Police Chief Kris Faull presented 
an engraved plaque praising her 
professionalism and courage as a fire 
fighter. 

Then, Fire Chief Brian Loranger, who is 
still on a leave of absence from the chief’s 
position following his grandchild’s birth, 
presented McClinton’s regular fire helmet 
marked F-5, for her to keep. She promptly 
put it on and posed for a picture with Chief 
Faull, Chief Loranger, and other members 
of the fire department. 

She said it has been an honor and a 
pleasure to serve, “But the body is getting a 
little bit older.” 

She said the fire fighter position is paid on 
call and almost a career, and she also has 
her own career. 

“Two careers. It’s a lot,” she concluded. 

In other business at Monday’s almost 
two-hour meeting, the council: 

e Read the list of winners of the holiday 
lights contest. Nobody was present to 
receive the awards and there were no 
awards ready to present; 

e Approved the city council meeting 
schedule for 2025. Meetings will be on the 
first and third Mondays of each month with 
some exceptions for holidays. There are 
Tuesday meetings scheduled for Jan. 21, 
Feb. 18, April 22, and Sept. 2. There will 
be only one meeting in January. On Nov. 5, 
voters approved giving the council power 
to set the time and dates of meetings, so 
the council set the meetings for 6:30 p.m. 
instead of the 7:30 p.m. in the charter; 

e Approved the new purchasing policy 
that allows department supervisors to 
spend up to $2,500 with approval by the 
city manager; city manager may spend up 
to $5,000 on one-time purchases only, with 
recurring costs to be approved by the city 
council; purchases of $5,000-$9,999.99 to 
be approved by city council with quotes 
provided by the administration; and 
purchases of $10,000 or more required to 
go through a bidding process. On Nov. 5 
voters approved updating that part of the 
city charter; 

e Approved the mayor’s appointments to 
the planning commission. To fill the vacant 
seat, he named Alvis Brigis, with a term to 
expire Dec. 31, 2025. He also reappointed 
Becky Hasen, John Juriga, and James 
O’Keefe to terms that expire Dec. 31, 2027; 

e Approved a time clock system from 
Andrew’s Technology with BS&A interface 
for employees at a total cost of $34,345 
over five years with leased equipment. City 


manager Jason Smith said the city has to 
enter everything by hand now, then this 
goes to the department heads, and then it 
goes to BS&A for payroll checks. He said a 
problem with incorrect hours is not a huge 
issue with salaried employees, but with 
hourly workers it is. He said right now it 
is pretty much on the honor system. Some 
employees wait until the end of the week 
to fill out their hours, he said. Smith said 
it will take about 90 days to get started, 
which includes time for training. He said 
if it doesn’t work out for some reason, the 
system can be canceled with 30 days notice; 
e Approved purchase of 15 road closure 
barricades from low-bidder Poco Sales 
at a cost of $3,525. Smith said following 
Winterfest it because apparent new Type 3 
barricades were needed. He said the current 
barricades are old, made in-house, and 
do not reflect light as they should. Mayor 
Ken Voigt said the city has been dealing 
with them for 45 years and, “They’re junk, 
they’re rinky-dink, a pain in the butt.” He 
said the barricades should not be left out 
and should be picked up after each use and 
they might need a dedicated trailer for that; 
e Approved accounts payable and 
departmental expenditures over $500, 
including: $22,109 to Advanced Roofing 
for the fire department roof; $1,863.04 to 
Axon for the police department; $1,868 
to CMP Distributors, Inc. for ballistic vest 


/ equipment for the police department; 
$3,120 to R&R Fire Truck Repair for the fire 
department; $1,579.12 to Sunbelt Rentals 
for water main shutoff repair; and $1,500 to 
Washtenaw Mutual Aid Association for the 
fire department; 

e Went into an almost hour-long 
closed-door session to discuss collective 
bargaining for tentative agreements with 
the POAM and GELC unions. The council 
reconvened in public session and did not 
make any motions on the contracts and 
went on with the meeting; 

e Heard city manager Smith announce 
city hall will be closed Dec. 23 to Jan. 6 
for holiday vacation. He announced the city 
did not get the SMART grant. The audit is 
almost done and it has been found the city 
was under budget last year by $200,000. 
He said he will be attending the Michigan 
Municipal League’s conference in late 
January and he has been asked to be in a 
leadership position; 

e Heard councilman Randy Priest ask if 
any of Winterfest was caught by Channel 
4’s Skycam on top of city hall, and received 
no answer; 

e Heard Mayor Voigt say that Winterfest 
was well done. The soup crawl sold out in 
half an hour and 13 restaurants took part. 
He said he volunteered with the soup crawl 
and the carriage rides and the carriage 
had a steady stream of riders. The mayor 


Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman 
Collette McClinton announced her retirement from the paid-per-call Belleville Fire Department after 22 years of service and on Monday 
she was celebrated at the city council meeting. Police Chief Kris Faull presented a plaque of appreciation and Fire Chief Brian Loranger 
presented her F-5 helmet, which she promptly donned. From left are Chief Faull, Chief Loranger, McClinton, Second Fire Chief Chris 
Zweng, and Fire Lt. Rich Lanskroner. 


thanked McClinton for her service and 
thanked the Rotary for lighting the gazebo 
at Victory Park. He reported he testified 
on two of Senator Camilleri bills, 936 and 
1052, on hazardous waste. He said the 
bills passed the committee. He said he told 
them that a worse place couldn’t be found 
for hazardous waste than the Van Buren 
Township site which is next to 21% of 
the world’s fresh water. He also reported 
they are getting prices to repave High and 
Liberty streets in the spring, now that they 
have money, and the city is planning to do 
in-house repairs with its staff as far as tree 
cutting and concrete work for sidewalk 
repairs; and 

e Heard Chief Faull thank the fire 
department for the great dinner it offered at 
the end of Winterfest. Second Chief Chris 
Zweng said it was 100% paid for by the fire 
fighters themselves. 

The council used an updated agenda that 
removed, without public explanation, a 
social media presentation from K Springer 
Media and a recommendation from city 
manager Smith to hire Springer’s firm to 
serve the city. Also removed in advance 
of the meeting without public explanation, 
was an agenda item to purchase a 2024 
Chevy Colorado from Bachman Chevrolet 
for $35,695 plus $500 for delivery to be 
used as the new DPS Director’s vehicle. 
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OPINIONS 


Editorial 
Music, prayers 
bring Christmas 
season to life 


The Belleville Community Chorus held 
its recent Christmas concert at First United 
Methodist Church before a loving crowd. 

The chorus also sang a mini-concert at 
the Belleville Rotary Club meeting last 
week, with many of the old Christmas 
carols presented and the audience joining 
in on “Silent Night.” 

The chorus brought music to other events 
throughout the community as well and we 
thank them for bringing the spirit of the 
season to us. 

Sumpter Township resident Mary Ban 
asked the township board to remember that 
“Jesus is the reason for the season,” as she 
does every year. That comment prompted 
Township Treasurer Bart Patterson to ask 
the board to put prayer into its meetings, 
like at the beginning or the end or both or 
somewhere else. 

He emphasized that Jesus is the reason 
for the season and he’s been wanting prayer 
added to the meetings since he joined the 
board. He pointed out the U.S. Congress 
and Senate open and close their meetings 
with prayer. 

These comments were at the end of the 
meeting and Supervisor Tim Bowman 
invited Patterson to close the meeting with 
a prayer — and he did. 

Music and prayers bring the Christian 
holiday into proper focus, as we remember 
the reason for this season. Thank you to 
those who help us remember. 


www.bellevilleareaindependent.com 
baindependent@ameritech.net 


EXTRA THINGS | KNOW 


Asenior citizen from Van Buren Township 
said he was astounded to learn that the 
township’s beautiful, new community 
center will be closed from Dec. 24 to 
Jan. 1. He said people using the exercise 
equipment will not be able to exercise for 
almost two weeks. 

Also, because the Meals on Wheels food 
is prepared in the community center’s 
kitchen, there will be no Meals on Wheels 
during the holidays in Van Buren Township. 
He is a volunteer and he is livid. He said he 
found that Meals on Wheels is cut off for 
that time throughout Wayne County. 

He said he went over to the Romulus 
Athletic Center and found the center will be 
only closed on Christmas Day, with some 
other days having special hours, but open. 

The man said he had finished exercising 
one morning and wanted to go pay his 
taxes, but he couldn’t just go down the hall 
to the township offices because the door 
was locked between the community center 
and the township hall. He had to go out and 
walk around to the front door of township 
hall to pay his taxes at the end of the same 
hall he started out at in the community 
center. 

He said, while he’s at it he would like 
to mention that it is expensive to use a 
meeting room at the community center for 
a brief meeting, while at the Belleville Area 
District Library you can reserve a meeting 
room without cost. 

“We need a DOGE program in Van Buren 
Township,” he concluded. He referred to 
President-elect Trump’s new department to 
cut waste of taxpayer dollars: Department 
of Governmental Efficiency, to be run by 
Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy. 
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...By Rosemary K. Otzman 
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A reader from Van Buren Township said 
she got a call from Xfinity (at least that’s 
what it said on the caller ID) with a great 
offer. They will give you 50% off service 
for three years if you pay for your first 
year upfront. All you have to do is get your 
Target gift cards and call back with the 
number. 

She was ready to take them up on the 
offer until they hit the Target gift cards 
routine. She wanted to share this scam with 
our readers. We suggested she tell her story 
to Van Buren Police, as well, so they will 
know about it. 

She said there are alternative utilities 
which are perfectly legitimate and cost 
less, but if you don’t renew after a year, 
your costs go up. She said they send you 
a letter reminding you to renew, but most 
people just ignore the letter and then get 
higher bills. 

The reader wanted to know if anything 
was going on with the court case to stop 
radioactive waste from being brought into 
Van Buren Township and said, as far as we 
knew, it had been filed in circuit court and 
then sent on to federal court, where it was 
considered and then sent back to circuit 
court. 

We do know that the attorneys are 
working on the case, since VBT raised its 
line item for the case in 2024 from $40,000 
to $150,000. Other communities have 
thrown money in for the case, as well. The 
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attorneys are doing well. 

Our reader suggests we put a spot on our 
front page to keep track of how long it’s 
been since they filed suit, like we did for the 
Belleville Area Museum closure and now 
the Denton Road Bridge rebuilding. 

okk 

A reader in Westlake apartment complex 
said the power for them was off for five and 
a half hours on Dec. 9. She said nobody 
seems to know what happened. She said 
the power was out at Meijer for several 
hours that day, as well. She said there was 
no accident and it wasn’t storming. She is 
irritated that nobody 
knows. 

She said it reminds her 
of the drones out East 
that nobody seems to 


know anything about. 
ook 


Our papers will be 
popping up early for the next two weeks 
because of the scheduling we need to follow 
at the print plant that prints our paper. 

We’ll have our deadline for the Dec. 26 
paper at noon on Friday, Dec. 20, and the 
paper will be on the streets at about 11:15 
a.m. on Monday, Dec. 23, and thereafter. 

Our deadline for the Jan. 2 paper is noon 
on Friday, Dec. 27, and it will be delivered 
to us around 11:15 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 
30, and out on the streets immediately. After 


those two weeks, we’re back to normal. 
okk 
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JOE’S APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 


In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 
Major Appliances. 


Columbia Court 
Apartments 
275 W. Columbia ° Belleville 


For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only. 
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older 
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply 
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences 
Affordable Housing + Sec 8-202 


Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants 


(734) 697-3206 


For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 
The Belleville-Area Independent 


CHINA KING 


45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville 


Next to the Belleville Post Office 


(734) 699-1550 


See our menu online at: 
chinakingbelleville.com 


LUNCH o DINNER 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM — 10:00PM 
Best Buffet Around! | sow 11:30AM - 9:00PM 


Detivery AvaitasLe Turu UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH! 
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE ° DRIVE-THRU PICKUP 


HOTSPOT 


<ia 


OPEN HOURS 
MONDAY - THURSDAY 1:00AM - 9:00PM 


Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc. 
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr 


Certified Public Accountants 


Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA 


Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals 
Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements 
Payroll Services 
Business and Personal Tax Returns 


Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation 


Visit our website 
www. bellevilletaxservices.com 


Call Us Today! 
(734) 697-8000 


All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street 


visa Masiercar R H (in The Professional Building) 
D nam €- file Belleville, MI 48111 


Quickbooks Training and Support 


b< > ea As EA 
Photos courtesy of Elena Manalp, Van Buren Township Communications 
Santa gives a cool welcome to one of those coming to meet with him at the Belleville 
Area Museum last Saturday. Santa is surrounded by the museum’s Holiday Tree display 
and has plenty of stockings to give out courtesy of the Belleville Central Business 
Community. He will be back at the museum on Saturday, Dec. 21, from noon to 4 p.m., 
with photos for special needs of all ages from 11:30 a.m. to noon. 


"ene 


Santa Paws pictures were taken at the Van Buren Township Downtown Development 
Authority headquarters at Harris Park on Dec. 4 and 11. A total of 27 dogs came for their 
pictures with Santa. 


District Court Judge Tina Brooks Green for 
30 years of dedication to the communities 
covered by the court. The courthouse is at 
11129 Wayne Rd., Romulus. 

¢ Saturday, Dec. 21 — Photos with Santa 
at the Belleville Area Museum, sponsored 
by the Belleville Central Business 
Community. 

¢ Tuesday, Dec. 24 — Faith United 
Methodist Church, 6020 Denton Rd., Van 
Buren Township, will hold a Christmas 
Eve candle lighting service at 6 p.m. 
Pastor Willie Smith said they will be 
singing Christmas carols, having a very 
brief message, lighting the advent candle 
of Christ and then have refreshments 
and fellowship. “Please join us for this 
celebration of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ,” he said. 

e Friday, Dec. 27 — Van Buren Eagles at 
9961 Beck Rd. presents dinner at 5 p.m., 
meat raffle/auction at 6:30 p.m., followed 
by Flaunt Love, a two-person band. 


Things to do in the 


Belleville area... 


e Friday, Dec. 20 — Retirement 
celebration from 2 to 4 p.m. honoring 34" 


KAREN'S 
PLACE 


A Salon 
For Everyone ~C 


36968 Huron River Drive 


New Boston, Michigan 
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome 


734-753-9130 
Open: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3 


ANNOUNCEMENT 
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech. 
Call Lexi for an appointment today! 
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Van Buren board OKs raising 2024 
lawsuit attorney fees to $150,000 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 

At the Dec. 3 regular meeting of the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees, the 
board approved an amendment to the 2024 
Amended Budget to change the attorney 
fees for the Wayne Disposal (Republic) 
litigation filed Oct. 15 from the original 
$40,000 to $150,000. 

Supervisor Kevin McNamara said the 
extra money to pay attorneys is to come 
from the general fund balance. 

The law suit against Wayne Disposal 
(Republic Waste) on accepting radioactive 
waste had been moved to federal court. 
It is brought by the cities of Belleville 
and Romulus, Canton and Van Buren 
Townships, and Van Buren Township Fire 
Chief, with each municipality paying a 
share of the cost. Wayne County is an 
Intervenor Plaintiff. 

On Nov. 22, U.S. District Court Judge 
Brandy KR. McMillion granted the 
plaintiff’s motion to remand the case back 
to Wayne County Circuit Court and denied 
the defendant’s motion to dissolve the 
amended temporary restraining order and 
for an expedited decision. 

At its Dec. 3 meeting, the township board 
also approved amendments to the 2024 
VBT election office wages. 

In other business at the 34-minute 
township board meeting, the board: 

e Presented a proclamation to honor 
Trustee Sherry Frazier who did not run for 
reelection. Supervisor McNamara read the 
proclamation and then the board gathered 
for one last group picture. This picture 
included her son, William, who has been 
elected to her former seat on the board. 
Treasurer Sharry Budd said she served 
with Frazier on the school board, saw her 
when she worked at the library, and then 


she was on the township board with her; 

e Heard Clerk Leon Wright announce 
the death of VFW Commander Robert 
Krouse. He said Krouse’s wife had put 
flags on veterans’ graves in the township’s 
cemetery for at least the 18 years he’s been 
in office; 

e Postponed action on Todd Waller’s 
request for the excavation, removal, and 
off-site hauling of up to 93,000 cubic 
yards of soil to create a 4.88-acre pond 
for agricultural purposes on his 30 acres 
of property at 47990 and 48196 Martz 
Rd., just west of Elwell, until Waller can 
meet with the board. The board wants to 
ask some questions, but neither Waller, or 
a representative, did not attend that night’s 
meeting as requested. Waller had presented 
an affidavit from John Kloc, a farmer that 
said he was farming the property at 47990 
Martz Rd. Ron Akers, director of municipal 
services, said his review appears to show 
the applicant has met the conditions of 
township ordinances for the excavation. 
The planning commission has yet to 
approve the pond permit. Waller’s request 
was postponed at the Nov. 19 meeting for 
more information. Waller is the recently 
elected supervisor of Augusta Township. 
Augusta sued him last spring over a pond 
he dug on his property in Willis without a 
permit. The court ruled in his favor. Clerk 
Leon Wright said he wanted to be sure the 
township was not violating Waller’s rights 
and director Akers said the township had 
not denied the request, only asked for 
information, so the board was within its 
rights; 

e Approved the purchase of an F-150 
crew cab truck for the Water and Sewer 
Department in the amount of $45,759. It 
will be added to the Water and Sewer fleet 


(continued on page 7) 


Dudek Heating & Cooling 


Service and Installation 


LLC 


Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers 
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters 
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing 


Keith Dudek : Owner 
11681 Rawsonville 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Office: (734) 461-6165 
Cell: (734) 730-9733 


© Estate Planning © Probate @ Propoty Lew 


152 Wain St. 


(Suite 11 


Call 7 34-118 -8574 


Belleille, Wich. 48111 ww caruyevorsolelaan, am 
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ext puppy training class 
starts ... 


... Thursday, January 9, 2025, 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm; runs 5 weeks. We'll cover: 


# “House Rules” and consistency 
# Loose-leash walking 
# Real-world socialization 


# Your questions (time permitting) 
presented by Janet Deaton 
Certified Dog Trainer 
janet@dogsbyjanet.com 4 # (734) 604-1720 


© 2024 D? Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA 


dogs by janet ~ Belleville 


* Registration required prior to first class session. 


i IS OUR POLICY! 


LONNIE” S & 
Auro REPAIR 


= EW CUSTOMERS Ger -Ir OENINNG UETENANG a | 


D, 10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: T SENIORS, VETERANS & 
1 GET-T0-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 11 ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE , 
1 RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE 11 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL ' 


: WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- onl a WITH COUPON « LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24 Only 


| Disc BRAKE SPECIAL ıı LET'S GET READY FOR WINTER! , 


I Premium Paps & Rotors, i VEHICLE CHECK 49°. : 


l] 

NCLUDES LABOR, STARTING AT $300 
I Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. lI Belts, Hoses, Fic. 
d WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31 Aal d WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1231-24 A aul 


50 South Street at 5.Points, Belleville « 734-325-7065 
Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm 


They’ re reading the Independent 
Everywhere 


Steve Stoltz, Belleville High School class of 1957, reads his Independent in Funchal, 
Madeira Island, Portugal. Madeira Island is located in the Atlantic Ocean, 
approximately 978 km (607.7 miles) south of Portugal and about 700 km (435 miles) 
west of the African coast. It is part of the Madeira Archipelago, situated roughly 400 
kilometers (248.5 miles) north of the Canary Islands. 

You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions — and no more. 

If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $55 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $60 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue. 
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP & VAN Buren TOWNSHIP For OveR 41 YEARS 


Daud C Broun 
Funeral Stome 


Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 


CO Remember 


David C. Brown, Founder « Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager 


(734) 697-4500 


& 


www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com 


Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. 


460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


Patronize Our Advertisers! 
They are the ones who give 
you this free paper! 


—— WZ 


BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


Moving forward 417 Charles 
in Christ together! Sunday 10am 


bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288 


BELLEVILLE 
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Saturday Mornings 
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30 
89 South Edgemont 
bellevillesda.com 


BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


11900 Belleville Road 


Service and Sunday School 
10:00 a.m. 


sp CETHANY 


810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm 
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 


SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M. 
Connect Classes 
11 a.m. Sunday Worship 


. 
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M. 
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group 
WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M. 
Bible Study & Youth Groups 
894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville 


Community Church 


REACH + 


COMMEOT + SERVE 


JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON FE 


FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
6020 Denton Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276 
www.faithchurchdenton.org 
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship. 


Ridge Road Church of Christ 
1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM 
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM 
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930 


RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD 
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
All services are open to in person or live stream. 
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m. 
Visitrol-ag.com (734) 699-6700 


ST. ANTHONY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211 
" Saturday Mass: 6:00pm 
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am 
=" Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration 
www.stanthonybelleville.com 


WoULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 
THIS DIRECTORY? 
Catt ADVERTISING 
MANAGER JANET MILLARD 
AT 734-699-9020 Topay! 


g Douglas Alan Hampton 


- 


DOUGLAS ALAN HAMPTON 

(January 7, 1955 — December 14, 2024) 
Douglas Alan Hampton, age 69, life-long 
Belleville resident, passed away at his home, 
on Saturday, December 14, 2024. He was born 
January 7, 1955, in Ypsilanti, MI, son of Robert 
James & Geraldine Annette (Snelson) Hampton. 
Doug graduated from Belleville High School, 
class of 1973. He worked for Van Buren Public 
Schools for 36 years before he retired on July 
23, 2010 from the grounds-keeping department. 
He enjoyed archery, hunting, and most recently 
loved watching movies on the Turner Classic 
channel. Doug was also a football fan. He 
loved watching the Detroit Lions and Michigan 
State games. 

Mr. Hampton is survived by his loving wife 
of 25 years, Carol Lynn Deming-Hampton; 
daughter Jennifer (Lionel) Wallace of Ypsilanti, 
MI; four sons: Tommy Stouse of Romulus, 
MI, Jeramie Zupancic of Newport, MI, John 
(Christina) Zupancic of Cadillac, MI, and Jarrod 
Zupancic of Arizona; 15 grandchildren; mother- 
in-law Beulah Deming of Mancelona, MI; 
brother Steve (Rhonda) Hampton of Pittsfield, 
MI; sister Karen Akans of Belleville, MI; 6 
brothers- and sisters-in-law: Norman Deming 
and Wendy (Andy) Clark, both of Belleville, 
MI, Jeanne (George) Torok of Dexter, MI, 
Marilyn Deming of Florida, Allen (Laura) 
Deming of Mancelona, MI, and Raymond 
(Jennifer) Deming of Belleville, MI; also 
numerous nieces, nephews, extended family, 
and friends. Doug was preceded in death by his 
parents, also two brothers: Michael and Bruce 
Hampton. 

Dignified cremation rites have been accorded. 
Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville, MI (734)697-4500. 

A Celebration of his life will be planned 
and announced ahead of time. Memorial 
contributions may be made to Doug’s family 
and would be appreciated. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 


CREMATION 


$895.00 complete 
NO Hidden Service Fees 


(800) 331-5051 


DUZAK Funeral & 
Cremation Center, Inc. 


Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 
Cremation Cost Provider 
Since 1977 


www.duzakcremation.com 
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LORAINE LUCY RICKERT 

(September 2, 1925 — December 15, 2024) 

Age 99. An original Rosie the Riveter. Survived 
by sister Carolee Ebied, niece Diane (Richard) 
Priebe of Belleville. Funeral mass at 10 a.m. 
Dec. 19 at St. Stephen’s Catholic Church, New 
Boston. 

www.davidcbrownfh.com 


JONATHAN GANT, SR. 

(January 25, 1955 — December 5, 2024) 

Age 69. Viewing is Friday, Dec. 20, at C&H 
Community Home for Funerals, 411 S. Adams 
St., Ypsilanti. On Saturday, Dec. 21, family hour 
is 10 a.m. and service is 11 a.m. at Abundant 
Harvest Church, 51185 Willis Rd., Belleville, 
MI 48111. 


VBT 


(continued from page 6) 


since some of the vehicles are approaching 
15 years of age. McNamara said the 
township recently got rid of 30-40 vehicles 
that were old and some not running; 

e Removed three agenda items regarding 
approvals for Pulte Homes project at the 
corner of Tyler and Morton Taylor roads. 
Akers said they will come back at another 
time; 

e Approved paying $24,850 to Fishbeck 
to provide engineering services for North 
Shore and Beckley Road pump station 
replacements to be paid from the Sewer 
Capital Outlay Fund. The generators need 
to be replaced since they are approaching 
their lives. McNamara said when the 
generators failed, the township had to hire 
generations at $30,000 a day. He said the 
former 100-year floods are now 5-year 
floods; 

e Approved the 2025 board meeting 
schedule and the 2025 township holiday 
schedule; 

e Approved the METRO Act Permit 
for 123.NET, which showed the new 
above-ground and underground conduit 
installations for the new fiber lines. The 
Metro Act was adopted by the state in 2002 
and requires municipalities to conform to 
state-standardized regulations regarding 
the processing of telecommunications 
permits; 

e Approved 2025 Wayne County annual 
permits for maintenance, restoration, and 
special events; and 

e Approved the Downriver Utility 
Wasterwater Authority (DUWA) Second 
Amended Articles of Corporation that 
needs to be approved by the 13 communities 
involved. 


One Call Does It All... 


..At The Independent 
734-699-9020 


To build a better 
world, start in your 
own community! 


Van Buren Eagles hold 
contest for food pantry 
donations, women win 


On Dec. 5, the Van Buren Eagles delivered 
1,147 items to the food closet at First United 
Methodist Church of Belleville. 

The competition between men and women 
within the club was from Oct. 1 to Nov. 
30. The women won with 671 items and 
the men had 476. They all said they were 
overjoyed to donate the items to the pantry. 


[EARLY DEADLINES Wa 


- s Noon Friday, 
12/20/24, 


KAYROUZE JEWELRY e Custom Design 


¢ Bridal Rings & 
Wedding Bands 


e Creation Diamonds 


e Natural Diamonds 


504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111 


B 734.444.2323 


™ tony@kayrouzejewe 


Tony Kayrouze 
„com 


Jewelry 
e Repairs 
on the Spot 
e Watch 
Battery 
Change 
e Buying 
Gold 
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248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111 


Old Pharmacy <= 


1 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190 


Tell us you want to transfer to 
Milton's 


ca 2 


Gt 3 Done, we do the rest! 


“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for 
over 20 years with quality and caring service.” 


CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS « FILLINGS 
WHITENING ° BONDING ¢ DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) 


PE | HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL 


SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 


NEW AnA T his 
s' SPECIAL | NT $099 Exam, Cleaning | 


&XRays 
a 


-= m m m e e e e e o e o e e e e e o e o o o e e oh e e o o e e o e e o e e o o o e o o e o e o e e e 


DID YOU MISS 
THE DEADLINE? 


Enroll by 
January 15th 
for Health 
Insurance 
coverage that begins 


o 
Ld 


mərkets 
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én, ORPHAN 
OF THE 
Animals A) WEBK 


> 


i? i ‘i 


Meet Henry, the ultimate heart-stealer! 
This lovable guy came to us as a stray, 
and while we don’t know much about 
his past, one thing is crystal clear: 
Henry is pure gold wrapped in fur. His 
calm, gentle demeanor and sweet, 
soulful eyes will melt your heart in 
no time. Henry has overcome a few 
health hurdles, including skin issues 
and dental work that left him with a few 
less teeth—but don’t worry, he’s now 
in great health and more than ready to 
find his forever family. Through it all, his 
easygoing personality has remained 
a constant source of joy. Henry is a 
true gentleman. He greets everyone 
with a wagging tail and a polite, soft 
gaze—no jumping, no fuss, just pure 
charm. Mealtime is a breeze; he waits 
patiently like the perfect gentleman he 
is. Whether it’s lounging by your side, 
sniffing around the yard, or carrying 
his favorite tennis ball, Henry is happy 
to go with the flow. Outdoors is where 
Henry truly shines. He loves running 
through the grass, exploring new 
scents, and proudly carrying his tennis 
balls wherever he goes. While he 
enjoys his outdoor adventures, Henry 
also cherishes quiet moments with his 
favorite humans. Henry’s dream home 
includes older kids, a yard to explore, 
and a family who enjoys moderate 
activity. A daily walk, some playtime, 
and lots of love are all this sweet boy 
needs to thrive. If you’re searching for 
an affectionate, laid-back companion 
to fill your home with unconditional 
love, Henry is your guy. He’s ready to 
embark on his happily-ever-after—are 
you? Come meet Henry today and see 
how he'll make your life brighter, one 
wag at a time! 


51299 Arkona Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 
734-461-9458 


- Ungraded Shampoo 
& Conditioner Y 
- FREE Blueberry Facial | 


(A $50 value with any Full ¥ d i 15 s f 
£ 


hlk 
MAIN STREE T 


PUPS Ince 7 


- FREE Teeth Brushing F 


groom or Full bath booking). 


f VAN BUREN 


ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN 
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM 
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, Mi 48111 


www.amcvanburen.com 


Da 


CRES 
Bellevilke Central Business 
Community Presents 


At Belleville Area Museum 


SATURDAYS 
December 14 & 
December 21 
12 noon to 4 pm 


No Charge but 
DONATIONS WELCOME 
Photos for Special 


Needs -- All Ages 


11:30 am to 12 noon 
both December 14 & 21 


pax 
(Hr ACK SS a Liwardjones 
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Estate Group 
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Musings 


ao 


By Janet Millard Cs 


Independent 
Advertising Director & ~ 


Well, I think that Santa will be flying 
off to the North Pole after his final visit to 
the Belleville Area Museum on Dec. 21. 
However, I certainly could be mistaken. 
I don’t think we have ever had this many 
opportunities in past years to sit on that 
Jolly Old Elf’s knee. Anyway, on Saturday, 
special needs people will be with Santa 
from 11:30 a.m. to noon and then everyone 
from noon until 4 p.m. Santa will hear those 
many wishes from area children. 

KKK 

The Van Buren Education Foundation is 
planning its major fundraiser for Feb. 1, 
2025. It is themed the “Wild, Wild West 
Winter Celebration” and will include 
dinner, drinks, dancing, and gaming. It will 
be held at the BYC again this year and they 
are looking for baskets and donations for 
their silent auction. There also needs to be 
people to attend this fun event and support 
the Foundation’s efforts. This is your heads- 
up to hold that date and contribute and/or 
attend this worthy event. 

KKK 

Really, people, I am tired of drivers 
zooming out of nowhere into the middle 
lane and not knowing their plans. Are they 
planning on cutting me off or sitting until 
there is a space for them to squeeze into? 
That middle lane is for left turns, not if you 
are going right! It is against the law and 
someday you will be seen by the right police 
officer who will take the time to write you a 
ticket. Please be patient and don’t give me a 
heart attack! 

KKK 
This is my last chance to say have a very 
Merry Christmas and enjoy your holiday 
time off work. Our paper will publish as 
always during the holidays, just a little 
earlier than normal each week. 


Birthdays 


Nov. 23 — Finley Crosby 
Dec. 16 — Doc Pinter 
Dec. 25 — Raelyn Crosby, Constance 
Genevieve Riggs 


Speciatizine IN Large ann Hazarpous REmovALs 


PROFESSIONAL 
TREE SERVICE 


24 Hr. Emercency SERVICE 
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL 
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL 
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD 


Futty INSURED ° FREE ESTIMATES 
Senior Citizen Discount 


EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA 
Call Joe (734) 664-9285 
10% OFF MENTION AD 
Call Tom (734) 864-2243 
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Leonard and Doreitha Armstrong, 385 gza 
Aleisa Pitt were Grand Marshals 


Grand Marshals for the 2024 Winter being this year’s Winterfest parade sponsor. 
Fest parade were Leonard and Doreitha 
Armstrong and Aleisa Pitt. 

Leonard and Doreitha Armstrong 

Leonard and Doreitha Armstrong have 


CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE & CHRISTMAS DAY 


: Monday-Thursday 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Kathleen Springer ra Fri. 11 a.m. - 8:30 p.m. © Sat. Noon - 8 p.m. 
For the Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce a DINE-IN ONLY 


lived in the Belleville area since 1975 MONDAY - $6 Margaritas : 
and they raised both their sons here. TUESDAY - Taco Tuesday Specials 


Leonard II graduated from Belleville High h TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE 
School in 1984 and William in 1980 and : 
both have moved out of state. Mexican = 

Mr. and Mrs. Armstrong were both | 11800 Belleville Rd. 
teachers who ended up retiring as , Restau rant 
administrators. They built Armstrong’s 
Funland, LLC in 1979. They ran the 
business along with their two sons, 
and they have consistently maintained 
a loyal customer base by staying true 
to their mission of providing a 
wholesome, affordable, and fun 
entertainment environment for 
f a m i l i œe s 

They pride themselves on always being 
courteous to their customers and giving 
back to their community. 

The Armstrongs have enjoyed attending 
plays, concerts, and traveling. They both 
love to meet new people. They love the 
Belleville area and are very thankful for all 
the amazing people they have met over the ; : 
years. | l | RON & JANE VESCHE 


Thinking of buying or selling? 


Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way 


Doreitha Armstrong could not attend the Cs Ei ` 734.740.4165 Chitra 
parade because she is very ill. WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM Re Hopal 
Aleisa Pitt 


Aleisa Pitt is an educator in the Van 
Buren Public Schools district where she 4 sr 
has dedicated 47 years to teaching and U a - Mie bi A ° ates 
leadership. Pitt was the principal at Tyler 4 a amm ae : ATCHINSON 
Elementary School for 15 years and has i a e į 4 heat D 
come back after retirement to keep on , 


educating. She is filling in for the Early oe A ; 7 i 
Childhood Development Center Strong i ; xf 

Beginnings Family Liaison person who is Ke EN ie i . yighmay 
on maternity leave for a year. Then, Pitt ; aK) 

will retire again. 

Pitt said she worked with the most amazing 
staff, parents and students at Tyler when 
she was principal. It wasn’t unusual to see 
her rolling around the school on skates, 
or being taped to a wall, or sitting on the Piia 
school roof as “The Elf on the Shelf.” She Doreitha and Leonard Armstrong 
said she loved it all! 

She is married to Gary Pitt and is a 
mother of two sons: Kyle and Adam. Pitt 
cherishes her role as a grandmother to five 
grandchildren, enjoying time with them, 
especially at the lake. 

Her love of education extends beyond 
the classroom. Pitt is actively involved in 
the community, believing that strong ties 
enhance the educational experience. She is 
known for her collaborative spirit and her 
ability to connect with students, parents 
and staff alike. Aleisa’s long-standing 
tenure and dedication made her a respected 


figure in the district where she continues to Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts 
inspire generations of learners. No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small 


In her free time, Pitt enjoys traveling and 

playing golf. ‘i 

The Belleville Area Chamber of | Belleville First United Methodist Church 
Commerce thanks Atchinson Ford for TNTTREE. COM Making Disciples - Transforming the World 


Jord 


“FOOD DRIVE ` 


LEARN MỌRE: 


DONATE ¢ BE ENTERED TO 


r LN WIN A PS5 SLIM! (DISC) 
= 
@ 


p (0 3 @ 


Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming 
Tree Pruning ¢ Brush Removal 


Stump Grinding 
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Sumpter OKs moving slaughterhouses to special land use in Industrial 


By Rosemary K. Otzman 
Independent Editor 
At the Nov. 26 meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees, the board 
unanimously approved the planning 
commission’s recommendation to remove 
slaughterhouses as a special land use in the 
Agricultural zoning district and make it a 


special land use in the General Industrial 
District. 

Township attorney Rob Young got up to 
speak from the audience where he said he now 
sits since the new clerk changed the rules. 

Young said he left the resolution the board 
was being asked to approve at his office by 
mistake. He said he will bring the resolution 


to the clerk’s office so it can be published in 
the appropriate way. It would be in effect 30 
days after publication, he said. 

In other business at the 31-minute meeting, 
the board: 

e Approved the recommendation from the 
planning commission for text amendments to 
Section 3.3, Special Land Uses, which gives 


IMPORT AND DOMESTIC 


Burhop’s Collision 


Bopy AND FENDER REPAIR 
COMPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION 
(734) 699-3641 
FAx: (734) 699-3856 


Towing Available 
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m. 


112 Davis St. 
Belleville, MI 48111 


’ Na P 


The Hair Station 
(734) 796-4795 


151 Main Street 
Belleville MI 48111] 


HOLIDAY COLOR 
SPECIALS! 


thehairstation151@yahoo.com 


George E. Long, III 
Attorney & Counselor At Law 
Federal & State Criminal 
and Civil Defense 
DUI e Wills e Probate Matters 


Divorce ¢ Social Security Disability 
Notary Public 


AY m 734-697-4455 
321 Main Street. 


eXp Realty is the fastest growing independent real estate x 
brokerage in the world and the #1 growth leader across - 
transactions, volume, and agent count. ION THE 
AngelaLee LEE TEAM 
Look And List With Lee 
‘REALTOR & ASSOCIATE BROKER 


O—n 


313-626-1822 
Expect Exceptionalism 
Serving South Eastern Michigan 


www.AngelaLeeY ourRealtor.com 


na att 


} All Insurances Welcome 


A SUMPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee 
/ GOLLISION Onsite Rental Cars 


© R.V. Repair 
James Chudzinski - Owner i A! Auto Glass 
Kevin Schewe - Manager pi yi 
21585 Sumpter Rd. F ' Motaroyoie 
Belleville, MI 48111 & Watercraft 
# 734.699.7758 |. O 
sumptercollision@gmail.com us Bar 


HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 


SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 


Friends of MI Animals Rescue 
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All 
ADOPTIONS BY 


arpon™meNT 51299 Arkona Road 
“> Belleville, MI 48111 


7 734-461-9458 
Y 


Friends of Michigan info@friendsofmichigan.org 
Animals Rescue www.friendsofmichigan.org 


anor Free Estimates 
a at Service & Repair 
Ban Tene 
as Lines ore 
PLUMBING 


Caleb Windiate 
734.307.6478 


ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com 


Licensed & Insured 
Honest & Reliable 


west BRANCH BUILDERS 


SERVING OUR 
COMMUNITY FOR 
OVER 38 YEARS 


LICENSED 
INSURED 


21321 KARR RD 
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 


TIM BOWMAN 


RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL 


westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098 


J.R's Tree Service 
734-250-3855 


Jeremy Reber 
owner 


Free Estimate's 
Tree Removal 
Tree Trimming 
Scump Removal 
Fire Wood 
Lot Clearing 
Fully Insured 


Arrwood Construction 
Grading, Excavating, etc. Lia 
Bill Arrwood ; 


owner 
313-363-6590 


' 49450 Judd Rd. 
Belleville, MI. 48111 


arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com 


: 


the township board final approval on Special 
Land Uses; 

e Removed from the agenda consideration 
of the bid submitted by Brutsche Concrete 
Products for a 40-niche columbarium 
for $16,098.43, and the bid submitted by 
Universal Home Works for the columbarian 
foundation and courtyard pad, with no price 
given, with both paid with American Rescue 
Plan Act (ARPA) funds or other available 
funds; 

e Approved the Nov. 19 recommendation 
from the Parks & Recreation Committee to 
appoint, pending final background checks, 
James Savich as chairman, Mary Ann 
Rowland as co-chair, Nicole VanAssche 
as treasurer, and Anita Honey as secretary. 
It was announced longtime members had 
stepped down and Richard Pokerwinski had 
back surgery Nov. 25. Trustee Tim Rush said 
there were 14 people at the meeting, the most 
he’s seen in a long time. He said COVID had 
put a damper on activities in the township and 
they want to do things, with Trustee Honey 
wanting to head up Bingo. The next meeting 
of the committee was set for Dec. 9, Trustee 
Rush said; 

e Approved sending the Fire Department’s 
2009 Ford Rescue Truck to Insurance Auto 
Auction; 

e Approved the amended Western Wayne 
County Police Mutual Aid Agreement, dated 
Oct. 28, and adopted Resolution 2024-19; 

e Approved payout of the final benefits bank 
time for former financial director Scott Holtz 
in the amount of $5,789.75; 

¢ Approved paying C&S Construction for 
the completed community center doors with 
ADA-assist replacements at a total cost of 
$29,500, paid with federal ARPA funds or 
other available funds; 

e Approved paying $39,800 to Diversified 
Excavating for the completed township parks, 
roadways, and lots, paid with ARPA funds or 
other available funds; 

e Approved paying PPM Landscape $22,600 
for the completed Graham Park forestry 
project, paid with ARPA funds or other 


(continued on page 13) 


BONEGUTTERS 


TREE EXPERTS, LLC 


STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS! 


50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH! 
e Storm Clean Up EN 
s SERVICE BY 
Free Estimates WS 
Tree Topping & Trimming 
Tree & Shrub Removal 
Stump Removal © Bucket Service 


Insured & Senior Discounts 


<<(734) 431-4202 
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Deadline for comment 
on I-94 CAV corridor 
project is Dec. 19 


The Michigan Department of Transportation 
has completed an environmental assessment for 
the 39 miles of the proposed I-94 connected and 
automated vehicle (CAV) corridor project in 


Washtenaw and Wayne counties. 

A pilot CAV lane is currently open on 
westbound I-94 from Belleville to Rawsonville 
roads. The proposed project would extend 
the CAV lane on I-94 from Ann Arbor-Saline 
Road in Washtenaw County to M-10 (Lodge 
Freeway) in Wayne County. 

The environmental assessment document 
is available for public review and comment 
at www.Michigan.gov/CAVProject. Printed 
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copies of the EA document are also available 
for public review at designated locations listed 
on the project website. Comments must be 
emailed, submitted online or postmarked by 
Dec. 19, 2024. 

Comments can also be submitted online, 
by email to MonsmaM@Michigan. 
gov or by mail to: Monica Monsma, 
Van Wagoner Transportation Building, B245, 
425 W. Ottawa St., Lansing, MI 48933. 


The purpose of the proposed CAV project 
is to improve the corridor with smart road 
technology, improve pavement conditions 
and operations, and equip the existing inside 
general-purpose lane with technology that 
enhances road operations and supports CAVs. 
Vehicles will be able to enter the lane through 
access points, which are breaks between 
physical separation that are at least 2,000 feet 
long to allow for merging. 


INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS 


$10,000 RAFFLE WANTED SERVICES HELP WANTED 


ST. ANTHONY MEN’S CLUB. Annual 
$10,000 Raffle is scheduled for February 
2, 2025. Only 300 tickets will be sold, 
so buy yours now! Contact Steve Walsh 
(269) 274-7075 leave a message, or 


stwmsu@gmail.com 12/19 


FOR SALE 


FIREWOOD, all hardwood $85 face cord 
$45 half face cord. For delivery add $10. 
(734) 341-8557 1/02 


SNOW TIRES 4 used snow tires on 
rims for 2014 Ford Fusion. $300 OBO 
(734) 383-0945 12/19 


WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 %’. $500 
OBO. (734) 417-3233 1/02 
FENCE BOARDS $3.00 each. Firewood 
$75.00. (734) 461-1414 

YORKIES, YORKIPOOS, CAVAPOOS, 
Corgis, & other pups. $499 & up. Frisky 
& vet checked. Ypsilanti. View puppies at 
petcitypets.com. (734) 487-0800 1/02 


VEHICLES FOR SALE 


2009 LINCOLN MKX, AWD V6 3.5 lit 
135,000 miles . White, great cond. Clean. 
$6,000. (734) 502 0241 


2013 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT. 


06/27 


12/19 


Automatic, very good condition, no 
rust. $7,950 OBO Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819 1/02 


2010 JEEP PATRIOT WAGON. 4x4, full 
power & air. Like new inside & out. $4,950 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819 1/02 
2009 BUICK LACROSS 4 door, 71,000 
actual miles. Like new $4,950 OBO 
(734) 695-0819 1/02 
2009 PONTIAC G6 Hard top convertible. 
Must see! $6,950 OBO. Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819 1/02 
Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! 
The Belleville-Area 


Independent Website 
is Online! Visit us @ 
bellevilleareaindependent.com 


ADVANCED H & W 
PAYING CASH 


Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 


Pick Up. Call Today! 


(734) 223-5581 
(517) 605-6388 


D.K. JUNK CAR 
BUYERS 
PAY CASH 
We Work 


Monday - Saturday. 


734-368-5088 
734-545-5195 


WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 


Bladez’s 601 ŒE. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600 TFN 
CASH PAID FOR Sports cards 
and Comic Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. 
Private collector can come to you. 
(734) 697-3546 12/19 


ARIENS 
last time 


SNOWPLOW. It 
used. (734) 


JUTE RUG, 7’ x 10’ all natural color with 


worked 
383-0945 


brown trim. (734) 941-9567 12/19 
FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville. TFN 
LARGE ADULT RAIN pants with 
suspenders (734) 941 9567 12/19 


A&L SERVICES 
Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service 
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing, 
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath. 
Serving Belleville Since 
1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 


MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing. (734) 796-3628 12/19 
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 


painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774 
KNIFE SHARPENING. Tired of dull 
knives call, Razor Knife Sharpening 
(734) 699-6634 12/26 


04/03/25 


CELL PHONE, 11/22/24 on Haggerty 
Road, south of Huron River Drive. 
(248) 933-0611 

2 TABBY CATS Parkwood and Tyler area. 
(734) 732-1477 1/02 


12/19 


CDL DRIVER NEEDED 
Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night. 
Kovalak Excavating 
Company 
Call 734-461-6838 


Kovalak Excavating 
has an opening for 
a Secretary 30 to 
40 hours per week. 
Salary negotiable 
plus Benefits. 
Call 734-461-6838 


COMMERCIAL CLEANING POSITION 
in Canton. Flexible hours & 7 days/week. 
Mon-Thurs. 9pm-12. Fri-Sun. 6pm- 
9pm. Offers competitive pay & a pleasant 
work environment. (734) 673-2364 or 
rdunn08@yahoo.com 12/26 


“Trust, but verify.” 
— Ronald Reagan 


Notice to Advertisers: 

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more than 
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. In the event of any error or omission in printing or publication 
of an advertisement, you must notify us within five days of publication or on the date of insertion, if an ad is 
scheduled as part of a package, so there is time to correct subsequent publications. The Independent's liability 
shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the error with a maximum liability being 
cancellation of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for consequential damages of any kind. 


PUBLISHER'S NOTICE: 


All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair 


Housing Act which makes 


it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination." Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18. 
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 


call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing 


impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


December 19, 2024/Belleville Area Independent 


Sumpter Twp. 
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available funds; 

e Approved paying CRG Electric $4,860.75 
for emergency response and repair on election 
day, Nov. 5, and Nov. 6 at the community 
center. It was reported the main line to the 


service utility box was fried and that was 
caused by non-compliant bulbs in the whole 
gym; 

e Approved the updated planning and zoning 
fee schedule; 

e Approved the township board and planning 
commission meeting dates for 2025; 

e Heard township manager Anthony Burdick 


CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES 
Monday, December 2, 2024 - 7:30 pm 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 


SILENCE 

2. ROLL CALL 

Mayor Voigt Present 
Mayor Pro Tem Bates Present 
Julie Kissel Present 
Jerimiah Beebe Present 


Randy Priest Absent — Excused 
3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS 
a. Presentations 

i. None. 
b. Citizen Comments 

i. None. 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
Motion Carried. 
5. CONSENT AGENDA 

The Consent Agenda groups routine meeting 
discussion points into a single agenda 
item. In so doing, the grouped items can be 
approved in one action, rather than 
through the filing of multiple motions. 

a. Approval of Minutes 

i. November 18, 2024, Regular City Council Meeting 
b. Communications 

i. MMRMA Monthly Acknowledgements 
c. Council Follow up list 
d. DPS Report 
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates 
approving the consent agenda items as presented. 
Motion Carried. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. None. 
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES 
a. None. 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION 
a. Resolution 24-034 Authorization to join WAMAC 
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to 
adopt Resolution 24-034. 
Motion Carried. 
b. Resolution 24-035 Resolution to Support of HB 
4274 and 4275 
MOTION: Motion by Beebe, supported by Bates to 
adopt Resolution 24-035. 
Motion Carried. 
c. Resolution 34-036 Board and Commission 
Appointments 
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe 
o approve Mayor Appointments of John Winter and 
Denise Baker to DDA. 
Motion Carried. 
d. K. Spinger Media — Proposal for City Social Media 
Item tabled; presentation to be made 
e. Snider Electric Quote to update DPS electrical in 
break room 
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe 
to accept Snider Electric Quote for DPS electrical in 
break room. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Kissel Aye 
Council Member Beebe Aye 
Mayor Pro Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 

f. Time Clock System 

City Manager discussed how system would work and 
he need. Discussion took place, City Manager to 
bring other options/quotes to council. 

g. Council Meeting 2025 Dates and Time Discussion 
Motion by Beebe, Supported by Kissel to set Council 
Meeting dates to first and third Monday of the Month 
at 6:30 PM. 


Motion Carried. 

h. City Purchasing Policy adjustment discussion. 
Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to set purchasing 
policy as limit for City Manager $5,000, Department 
Heads $2,500 with City Manager approval. Any 
purchase over $5,000 to be approved by Council, any 
purchase over $10,000 to be sent for bid. 


ROLL CALL VOTE: 

Mayor Voigt Aye 

Council Member Beebe Aye 

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 

Council Member Kissel Aye 

Motion Carried. 

9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND 


DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES 

a. Accounts Payable 

b. Departmental Expenditures 

MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to 
approve Accounts 

Payable and Departmental Expenditures in excess of 
$500, as presented. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 


Council Member Beebe Aye 
Council Member Kissel Aye 
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye 
Mayor Voigt Aye 


Motion Carried. 
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS 
i. City Works will be on site December 3, 2024 for 
training. 
ii. Bridge Demo underway, Wayne County estimates 
2026 for completion. 
iii. Meeting with Kelly Howey and Brian Camiller for 
financial status. 
iv. Consultants for Fire Department meeting with 
Chief Faull-Schlund Thursday, December 5, 2024. 
v. December 10, 2024 SEMCOG meeting to discuss 
solid waste disposal. 
vi. Moved to Michigan Class, this will benefit the 
cemetery fund. 
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS 
a. Bates 

i. Winterfest upcoming weekend. 

ii. Holiday light judging. 

iii. GO BLUE! (In reference to UM Football winning 
over Ohio State) 

iv. Looking forward to new council meeting times. 
b. Beebe 

i. Nothing to add this evening. 
c. Kissel 

i. Lights on Friday and Saturday. 

ii. Planning Commission survey is available. The 
Planning Commission will review on 12/12/2024 
meeting and the second survey will be available. 

12. MAYOR’S COMMENTS 

i. Looking forward to Winter Fest Parade, Santa, 

Winterfest and light judging 
ii. Pleased to be with Michigan Class. 

iii. Belleville High School Jazz Band has concert 
December 5, 2024. 

iv. Discussion on $50,000 Grant from NFC to pass 
on opportunity at this time. 

13. CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS 

Resident of Victoria Commons, Ruth Kessel gave 
thanks to DPW Director and staff for the maintenance 
of sidewalks and trees, everything looks nice. 

14. ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETING 

a. None. 

15. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to 
adjourn at 8:26 PM. 

No objections were noted. 

Motion Carried. 

Respectfully submitted by 

Deputy Clerk Bellingham 

Published: December 19, 2024 


report the search for a DPW director is going 
well and they have a candidate, and a part- 
time seasonal DPW worker will be in place 
after Jan. 1. The DPW worker who was 
injured and out on workman’s compensation 
will have an update on whether the worker 
will be able to come back. He also reported at 
the Dec. 10 meeting the board will be asked 
to approve the benefits care package for 2025. 
He said the township has over-obliged ARPA 
funds by more than $38,400, so it is eligible 
to receive the total $984,000 from the federal 
government; 

e Heard Treasurer Bart Patterson say the 


Public Notice 


STATE OF ILLINOIS 
CIRCUIT COURT COUNTY OF LAKE 
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION 
Orders No. 20240P002188, 20240P002187 
James Justice Hammond 
vs. 

Makayla Danielle Tew 
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU, Makayla 
Danielle Tew, that this case has been 
commenced in this court by the petitioner 
against you for ORDER OF PROTECTION 

and other relief. 

UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in this case in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of this Court in the Lake 
County Courthouse, Waukegan, Illinois, on 
or before DECEMBER 27th, 2024. 

A JUDGEMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE 
PETITION. Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2024 
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highest interest the township received ever 
had been $67,000, but this year it has been 
$800,000. He also noted that the township no 
longer has a cemetery committee and asked 
Burdick to find a way to continue on with all 
the work that has been done at Martinsville 
Cemetery. He referred to the resignation of the 
financial director and the loss of the former 
deputy clerk, who made up the committee; 
and 

e Heard resident Mary Ban welcome new 
trustees Frazier and Honey and asked the 
board members to listen to the constituents 
who have elected them. She said she looks 
forward to a great four years. 


Public Notice 


IN THE PROBATE COURT 
OF COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA 
IN THE MATTER OF: THE ESTATE 
OF HAROLD GLEN CARRIGAN, 
DECEASED 
CASE NO.: 15-0263 


NOTICE OF HEARING 


A hearing is hereby set on January 9, 
2025 at 9:30 a.m. in the Probate Court of 
Colbert County, Alabama on the Petition 
for Final Settlement in the Estate of 
Harold Glen Carrigan, deceased. 


DEBORAH BELL PASEUR 
Attorney for petitioner, Matthew W. Coats 
Administrator 
1847 N. Wood Avenue 
Florence, AL 35630 
(256) 766-3131 
Publish: Dec. 5, 12, 19, 2024 


Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice 


POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION 


On December 27", 2024, the Van Buren Township Police Department 
will conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. 
The auction will begin at 10:30am, at J&T Towing and Storage, 
287 Industrial Dr. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following 
will be offered for sale to the highest bidder. 


1999 | CHEVROLET 4D 


1GINE52MXX6182830 


24-12342 


2005 | FORD 


SW | LFMYU94175KC71935 


24-13190 


2022 |ZHNG MOPED 


CY | LS5YACBPZ6N1137157 


24-13088 


2008 | FORD 4D 


1FAHP35N78W212042 


24-12511 


At 11:30am, the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing and storage, 
42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the 
following vehicles, are offered for sale to the highest bidder. 


2011 VOLKSWAGEN |4D 


3VWDZ7AJ1BM382415 


24-12796 


2014 |FORD 4D 


1FADP3F27EL318491 


24-11253 


2006 |CHEVROLET 4D 


3GNDA23P16S550514 


24-9674 


2024 |WOLF 4D 


LS5YACBPB1R1135213 


24-13050 


2004 |FORD 4D 


1FAFP55SX4G125765 


24-13083 


2008 |CHEVROLET 4D 


2G1WB58K389225840 


24-13746 


All vehicles are sold in “as is condition.” Bidding on all impounded 
vehicles will start at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles 
may be deleted from this list at any time prior to the start of the auction. 


Leon Wright MMC, CMMC., Van Buren Township Clerk, 


Published: December 19", 2024 


Page 14 


Van Buren Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


There were 272 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following. 
Sunday, Dec. 8: 

0009 — 911 welfare check, S. Adams 

0024 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 

0141 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Kirkridge Park condos 

0146 — disorderly, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 

0201 — assist other dept., I-275/I-94 

0243 — motorist assist, Ecorse Rd. 

0251 — motorist assist, McBride Ave /Haggerty 

0310 — malicious destruction of property, Andover 

0320 — malicious destruction of property, Hardwood 
Dr. 

0359 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Vine St. / Hardwood Dr. 
0703 — malicious destruction of property, Kirkridge 
Park Dr. 
1001 — larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1049 — larceny from auto, McBride Ave. 
1125 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hamilton St/Hayes St. 
1130 — fraud, Briarwood Dr. 
1233 — animal complaint, Martinsville Rd. 
1157 — PPO violation, Denton Rd. 
1259 — repossession, Belleville Rd. 
1303 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1308 — welfare check, Rawsonville Rd/Bog Rd. 
1309 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1315 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd. 
1347 — civil matter, Tallgrass Ct. 
1412 — assist fire dept., Belleville Rd. 
1424 — 911 welfare check, Fret Rd. 
1436 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Harmony Ln/Harbor Ln. 
1553 — breaking & entering, Maurice Dr. 
1638 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Timberland Dr./Van Allen Ave. 
1652 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Westlake Cir. 
1728 — larceny, Belleville Rd. 
XXXX — personal injury accident, W. I-94/Belleville 
1828 — neighbor trouble, Patty Ln. 

1828 — 911 welfare check, Bog Rd./W. Adams 

1910 — civil matter, Chatsworth Dr. 

1927 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. 

2026 — road hazard, Tyler Rd./Parkwood Dr. 

2140 — mental subject, Daniel Dr. 

2226 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 
Monday, Dec. 9: 

0022 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr. 

0045 — disorderly, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 

XXXX — repossession, Brandi Dr. 

0757 — intrusion alarm, Bog Rd. 

xxxx — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 

XXXX — repossession, Gilmore St. 

0821 — suicidal person, Bemis Rd. 

0927 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 

0943 — assist fire dept., America 

1035 — assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave. 

1211 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1222 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 

1353 — assist fire dept., S. 1-94 Service Dr. 

1440 — traffic offense, Tyler Rd. 

1454 — assist fire dept., Brookview Dr. 

1458 — intrusion alarm, E. Sadie Ln. 

1505 — private property/property damage accident, 
Haggerty Rd. 

1515 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 

1540 — threat, Haggerty Rd. 

1602 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr. 

1633 — intrusion alarm, Amanda Dr. 

1711 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd. 

1813 — welfare check, E. Adams 

1954 — 911 welfare check, Ash Dr. 

2332 — civil matter, Holly Ln. 

2344 — intrusion alarm, E. Sadie Ln. 

XXXX — repossession, Maude Ct. 

Tuesday, Dec. 10: 

0111 —911 welfare check, Revere Dr. 

xxxx — intrusion alarm, W. Sadie Ln. 

0443 — domestic, S. Adams 


0713 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
0723 — mental subject, Daniel Dr. 
XXXX — repossession, Westlake Cir. 
0938 — road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr./Beck Rd. 
Xxxx — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Sheldon Rd. 
1007 — private property impound, Martinsville Rd. 
1016 — family trouble, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1100 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
1-94 Service Dr. 
1212 — lost property/child, S. Woodbury Green Dr. 
1216 — welfare check, Freeport Ct. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, E. Sadie Ln. 
1221 — welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl. 
1259 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1320 — suspicious person/Vvehicle/circumstance, Oak 
Ln. 
1253 — assist fire dept., Hamilton St. 
1402 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis 
1411 — animal complaint, Lenmoore Ave. 
1506 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1525 — juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr. 
1534 — animal complaint, Cedarhurst Dr. 
1549 — animal complaint, McBride Ave. 
1707 — intrusion alarm, Wildflower Ct. 
1849 — road hazard, Michigan Ave. 
1933 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd. 
2014 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Riggs Rd. 
2030 — trespassing, Belleville Rd. 
2203 — suicidal person, Alden Ave. 
2300 — 911 welfare check, Daisy Blvd. 
2300 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11: 
0207 — noise complaint, Denton Rd. 
0654 — assist fire dept., N. Ponderosa Trl. 
0800 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd. 
0823 — animal complaint, Fay Dr. 
0841 — intrusion alarm, Beck Rd. 
0935 — juvenile complaint, Jackson Ct. 
XXXX — repossession, Lenmoore Ave. 
1141 — fraud, Pond Bluff Dr. 
XXXX — private property impound, Village Green Ln. 
1240 — disorderly, Water’s Edge Ln. 
1247 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1352 — ordinance violation — all7300 MICR codes, 
Robson Rd. 
1401 — larceny, N. Bellridge Dr. 
1441 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Walden Dr. 
1455 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes, 
Kirkridge Park condos 
1552 — neighbor trouble, Bog Rd. 
1630 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr. 
1627 — welfare check, Renton Rd. 
1604 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
1-94 Service Dr. 
1708 — civil matter, Dewitt Rd. 
1811 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hamilton St/Hayes St. 
1842 — sexual assault, Lighthouse Dr. 
1931 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
1959 — animal complaint, S. 1-94 Service Dr. 
2021 — personal injury accident, Rawsonville Rd. / 
S. Grove Rd. 
2220 — noise complaint, Denton Rd. 
2336 — family trouble, Sylvia Dr. 
Thursday, Dec. 12: 
0301 — motorist assist, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
0326 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd. 
0331 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd. 
0401 — noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0827 — domestic, Ecorse Rd. 
0902 — domestic, Mantauk Ct. 
0931 — motorist assist, Ecorse/I-275 
0953 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Van Born Rd./Morton Taylor Rd. 
1029 — 911 welfare check, Hoeft Rd. 
1142 — road hazard, Rawsonville Rd./W. Huron 
River Dr. 
1327 — mental subject, S. Adams 
xxxx — welfare check, Bemis Rd. 
1457 — property damage accident, Fay/Sondra 
1520 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd//N. 
1-94 Service Dr. 
1648 — civil matter, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
1856 — harassment call, Bog Rd. 
2011 — suicidal person, Ayres Ave. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, Denton Rd. 
2044 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
2126 — harassment call, Birch Dr. 
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2216 — misc. complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
2310 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
Friday, Dec. 13: 
0031 — motorist assist, Elwell Rd./W. Huron River 
0139 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
XXXX — repossession Andover Dr. 
xxxx — Suicidal person, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
0758 — 911 welfare check, Bemis Rd. 
0759 — mental subject, Outer Dr. 
1005 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. 
1034 — welfare check, N. Woodbury Dr. 
Xxxx — repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1241 — domestic, Ironwood Dr. 
1310 — fraud, Rock Creek Dr. 
1349 — trespassing, Michigan Ave. 
1353 — animal complaint, Freedom Way 
1438 — warrant arrest, Rawsonville Rd. 
1448 — suicidal person, Brandi Dr. 
1611 — intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
1506 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1525 — domestic, Andover Dr. 
1641 — leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd. 
1657 — domestic, Lighthouse Dr. 
1756 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd. 
1831 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr. 
1831 — private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd. 
1848 — 911 welfare check, N. Bellridge Dr. 
1919 — civil matter, Tyler Rd. 
1923 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / S. I-94 
Service Dr. 
1927 — threat, Rawsonville Rd. 
1945 — civil matter, Tyler Rd. 
2022 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd. 
2107 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd./Beck Rd. 
2055 — intrusion alarm, Meadows Cir. 
2117 — intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave. 
2211 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
2240 — larceny, Belleville Rd. 
2309 — disorderly, Belleville Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 14: 
0311 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd. 
0335 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0429 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
0919 — domestic, Parkwood Dr. 
1242 — larceny, E. Huron River Dr. 
1314 — larceny, Huron River Dr. 
1318 — family trouble, W. Huron River Dr. 
1353 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1516 — 911 welfare check, Bemis Rd. 
1542 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd. 
1542 — assist fire dept., Farm Rd. 
XXXx — misc. complaint, Sumpter Rd. 
1842 — fraud, Belleville Rd. 
1628 — hospice death, Edison Lake Rd. 
1643 — welfare check, Rawsonville Rd. 
Xxxx — unauthorized driving away of auto, EB 
Michigan Ave./bypass 
1819 — welfare check, Belleville Rd. 
2034 — assist other dept., S. Ponderosa Trl. 
2219 — 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr. 
2240 — larceny, Morton Taylor Rd. 
2301 — domestic, Dorchester Dr. 
2356 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
1-94 Service Dr. 
Also, on this week’s log are 66 traffic stops, 27 of 
which are on the I-94 and I-275 freeways. 


Belleville Police 


Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 8: 
0326 — assist other dept., N. Aberdeen Ct. 
Monday, Dec. 9: 
0626 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Villa Blvd./Sumpter Rd. 
xxxx — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr. 
1022 — larceny, South St. 
1034 — fight, W. Columbia Ave. 
1112 — fraud, Main St. 
Tuesday, Dec. 10: 
0351 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Light Tower Ct. 
0918 — larceny from auto, Light Tower Ct. 
1434 — follow up by officer, Harbour Pointe Sub. 
1448 — larceny from auto, Harbour Pointe Dr. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11: 
0106 — intrusion alarm, N. Aberdeen Ct. 


0643 — property damage accident, Main St./Fifth 
0905 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave. 
1239 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belle Villa Blvd. 
2350 — assist other dept., Belleville/Harmony Ln. 
Thursday, Dec. 12: 
1031 — property damage accident, E. Columbia Ave. 
/ Madelon St. 
1254 — 911 welfare check, Estrada 
2005 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave. 
2306 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
South St. 
Friday, Dec. 13: 
0014 — welfare check, Main St. 
0638 — welfare check, Menlo Park Dr. 
0839 — found property/child, Belle Villa Blvd. 
1002 — intrusion alarm, High St. 
1144 — follow up by officer, Main St. 
1427 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave. 
1724 — motorist assist, Belleville/Harmony Ln. 
1731 — operating while intoxicated, W. Columbia 
Saturday, Dec. 14: 
0804 — parking complaint, Belle Villa Blvd. / 
Estrada Dr. 
0811 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd. 
0940 — civil matter, Main St. 
1003 — larceny from auto, Harbour Pointe Dr. 
1310 — larceny, Main St. 
1357 — road hazard, Sumpter Rd. 
1551 — misc. complaint, Owen St. 
1805 — assist fire dept., Main St. 
2130 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd. 
There are 107 reports on this week’s log and 72 of 
those are traffic stops. 


Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


Sunday, Dec. 8: 
0832 — breaking & entering report, 21000 bl. Clark 
1143 — mental health call, 48000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1700 — suspicious circumstance, 44000 bl. Arkona 
1735 — suspicious person, 13000 bl. Rawsonville 
1844 — shots fired, 43000 bl. Willow Rd. 
1908 — motorist assist, Willow Rd./Rawsonville 
1911 — neighbor dispute, Texas St. 
1926 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
2245 — medical assist, Edgewood Dr. 
Monday, Dec. 9: 
0404 — welfare check, 48000 bl. Sully Dr. 
0412 — neighbor dispute, Colorado St. 
0950 — welfare check, Alaska St. 
1229 — assist other agency, 51000 bl. Willis Rd. 
1410 — citizen assist, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd. 
1617 — traffic complaint/hazard, 23000 bl. Clark 
1645 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1704 — follow-up investigation, Colorado St. 
1748 — suspicious vehicle, Nevada St. 
1815 — follow-up investigation, 22000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd. 
1935 — welfare check, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
Tuesday, Dec. 10: 
0017 — suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Willow Rd. 
0355 — 911 hang up, 45000 bl. Harris Rd. 
0731 —911 hang up, Oregon St. 
0902 — traffic complaint/hazard, Bemis/Sumpter 
1010 — fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
1133 — assist other agency, 20000 bl. Martinsville 
1457 — traffic complaint/hazard, Second St. 
1623 — neighbor dispute, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1817 — neighbor dispute, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
2045 — suspicious circumstance, 22000 bl. Bohn 
2054 — suspicious person, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
2056 — traffic complaint/hazard, Martinsville Rd. / 
Oakville Waltz Rd. 
2203 — suspicious circumstance, Colorado St. 
2346 — civil matter, Knollwood Dr. 
2352 — animal complaint, New Mexico St. 
Wednesday, Dec. 11: 
1209 — 911 hang up, 47000 bl. Wear Rd. 
1435 — property damage accident, Sherwood/Wear 
1614 — motorist assist, Sumpter Rd//Judd Rd. 
1815 — 911 hang up, 42000 bl. Judd Rd. 
1925 — alarm, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
2203 — traffic complaint/hazard, 39000 bl. Willow 
2311 — assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willis 


(Continued on page 15) 
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Sumpter Township 


Police Dispatch Log 


(continued from page 14) 


Thursday, Dec. 12: 
0200 — suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Harris 
0904 — subpoena service, Timberlane Dr. 
0943 — traffic complaint/hazard, Bemis/Sumpter 
1058 — alarm, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
1453 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd. 
1537 — family trouble, Idaho St. 
1858 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Bohn Rd. 
1919 — fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd. 
2018 — 911 hang up, 28000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
2159 —911 hang up, Nevada St. 
Friday, Dec. 13: 
0404 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln. 
0453 — welfare check, Rustic Ln. 
0740 — family trouble, Tulip Dr. 
1108 — 911 hang up, Rustic Ln//Rawsonville Rd. 
1420 — suspicious circumstance, 18000 bl. Savage 
1523 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1746 — 911 hang up, Second St. 
1823 — suspicious person, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
Saturday, Dec. 14: 
0355 — welfare check, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter 
1032 — larceny, 19000 bl. Elwell Rd. 


1130 — motorist assist, Rawsonville Rd./Judd Rd. 
1156 — fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd. 
1513 — fire dept. assist, Hampshire Dr. 
1554 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd. 
1746 — family trouble, Nevada St. 
1931 — family trouble, Hampshire Dr. 
2032 — suspicious person, Texas St. 
2244 — fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd. 
2322 — assist other agency, Edgewood Dr. 
Also on this week’s log are 218 patrol checks, 83 
traffic stops, and 12 misc. details. 


BHS at-home games 


e Thursday, Dec. 19 — Girls JV and 
Varsity Basketball vs. Livonia Churchill 
(JV 5:30 p.m.; Varsity 7 p.m.) 

¢ Thursday, Dec. 19 — Boy’s Varsity 
Swim and Dive vs. Livonia Stevenson, 
6:30 p.m. 

Jamie Cichowski, Athletic Secretary 


“There are three stages of man: He believes 
in Santa Claus. He doesn’t believe in Santa 


Claus. He is Santa Claus.” Bob Phillips 


ANY CONDITION OK 
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE. 
AERO REALTY 
35890 GODDARD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174 
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595 
SESSSHSSHSSSHSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS 


IS YOUR BUSINESS 


A TARGET 


FRBURGLARS 


Zà 
E a j A 
BREAK-INS CAWGHT ON CAMERA 
I eee = 3 d 
o E 


34-69; 7/= 2888 


Get SERIOUS about your Security! 
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION 
for BOTH your Business & Home... 


e Remote Control-View-Playback 
e Email / Smartphone Alerts 

e PC / Mac Support 

e No monthly fees 


$1500 


Includes: 
e Installation 


¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome) 


H ° 19” Monitor 
e DVR (2TB) 


innovative 


COMPUTERS 


Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras 


> Aveteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995. 
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing ° InnovativeComputers.net 
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Driver charged with being drunk 
in crash that killed VBT woman 


Brandon Christopher Smith, 23, of 
Wyandotte was video-arraigned in custody 
of Van Buren Police on Nov. 15 after turning 
himself in on a warrant that was issued the 
day before. He is charged with operating 
while intoxicated causing death on May 18 
in Van Buren Township. 

34" District Court Magistrate Al Hindman 
set Smith’s probable cause conference for 
Nov. 27 and bond at $10,000/10%. He is to 
wear an alcohol tether and cannot possess 
mood-altering substances including alcohol. 
Defense attorney is Gabi Silver. 

On Nov. 27 his probable cause conference 
was held and another conference set for 
Dec. 11 and then Dec. 18. On Dec. 11, 
attorney Silver said most of the discovery 
has been received and reviewed. 

On Saturday, May 18, at about 7:40 p.m. 
the VBT Public Safety Department and 
Huron Valley Ambulance were dispatched 
to Haggerty Road, south of Savage Road, 
for a two-vehicle, head-on collision. 

The preliminary investigation showed 
that a black 2016 Dodge Ram truck was 
traveling northbound on Haggerty Road and 
collided with a 2015 Jeep Compass that was 
traveling southbound on Haggerty. 

The Dodge Ram rolled on its side as a 
result of the accident and the Jeep Compass 
slid into the drainage ditch on the west side 
of Haggerty. 

The driver of the Jeep Compass was 
identified as Phylicia Zeestraten, a 34-year- 
old Van Buren Township resident. Zeestraten 
had to be extricated from her vehicle and 
was fatally injured in the accident. She was 
pronounced dead at Trinity Health — Ann 
Arbor Hospital, according to a news release 
from Lt. Kenneth Floro of Van Buren 
Township police. 

There were also two passengers in the Jeep 
Compass with Zeestraten. Dejuan Garrett, a 
29-year-old Van Buren Township resident, 
and five-month-old Melodi Garrett were 
both treated at the scene and transported to 
Trinity Health — Ann Arbor Hospital where 
they were listed in stable condition with 
minor injuries. 

The driver of Dodge Ram truck was 
identified as Brandon Smith of Taylor. Smith 


was treated at the scene and transported to 
Trinity Health — Ann Arbor Hospital for 
evaluation. On Sunday, Smith was listed in 
stable condition at the hospital with minor 
injuries. 

The Van Buren Township Accident 
Investigation Team was called to the scene 
to conduct a follow-up investigation, 
collect data and secure physical evidence 
and Haggerty Road was closed to traffic for 
several hours. 


Man pours gasoline on 
himself, sets self on fire 
in VBT trailer park 


On the morning of Wednesday, Dec. 
11, a 50-year-old male doused his body 
in gasoline and lit himself on fire. He 
was outside, between mobile homes, on 
Ponderosa Trail in the Belleville Manor 
mobile home park, just north of Meijer 
shopping center. 

Van Buren Township Deputy Chief Jason 
Monte said, based on the evidence located 
at the scene, the man suffered from severe 
mental health issues. 

The deceased’s family has been notified, 
Deputy Chief Monte said. 


34" District Court to say 
goodbye to Judge Tina 
Brooks Green on Dec. 20 


After serving 30 years on the 34" District 
Court, Judge Tina Brooks Green is retiring. 

A special retirement celebration to honor 
her decades of dedication and service to the 
people of the five communities served by the 
34 District Court will be held from 2 to 4 
p-m. on Friday, Dec. 20. Light refreshments 
will be provided. 

The 34" District Court is located at 11129 
Wayne Rd., Romulus, and serves the cities 
of Belleville and Romulus and the townships 
of Van Buren, Sumpter, and Huron. It also 
serves Metro Airport and Lower Huron 
Metropark. 

Teresa Patton has been elected to take 
Green’s place on the bench. 


KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING 


RUSTPROOFING 


Protect your 
vehicle from 


harsh winter 
snow and 
road salt. 


at it's 


Call for an NH OIL UNDERCOATING 


appointment 
today! 


PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD! 
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS - 


BOO Moron River Drive = 


34539/151292 
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Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX 


RE/MAX GLENN S ILVE NI S Agent Southeastern Michigan 
CROSSROADS HI N n oe 
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 | 

eee iat olan Office (734) 699-4000 “Top 1% Nationwide 


website: mrsold.com 


WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES COMPLIANCE FEES JUNK FEES 


a ers HRS. 
13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 
THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIAN home offers an open fam- 


ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas- 
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $269,900 


~ 3 ` 


6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 


208 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE 
CITY OF BELLEVILLE BRICK RANCH with 3 Bed- 
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, Dining Area, Large Living 


Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car | Premium Kitchen and Baths, Sunroom, 4 Car Attached Ga- 
Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000 rage, Newer Furnace, AC and Wtr Htr almost 1 Acre $289,900 


z Sn { P. a, ' >  —— =_= 


8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP 209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE 

INA PRIVATE WORLD. Premium Kitchen, 4 bedrooms | LARGE RESTAURANT IN THE MIDDLE OF | IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build- 
ens and Just down the street from Slow's Barbque, Corktown | (First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft, Finished | BELLEVILLE. 6,000+ Sq Ft. Includes Liquor License, 
& Michigan Central Train Station + More. $125,000 Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1,150,000 | Interior Equipment, Seating + Wrap Around Bar $990,000. | ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease 


BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LTINDBY | WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000 | 4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS | CO D 
PRI CITY | METRO AIRPORT $250,000 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000 AND MAD CR Epe and | SU. 
$5 S FAR 7 


JUDD RO. C $39.500 
HURON S $29,900 | VACANT LOUISA DREAM LOT __ $55,000 | 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN- 


WA ROSS | 2 PA ship a 
FRO. 9.000 | One i erc, : 
3 ACRES -COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |Outb o— = GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND __ $59.500 | BROWNSTOWN _27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED 


SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 !HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000 !50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000 'VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000! STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. $550,000 


3066 23RD STREET, DETROIT 
IMPRESSIVE 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Basement, Two Kitch- 


ATCHINSON FORD YEAR EHD SALE 


Rees BE BUDGET MINDED BE A WISE BUYER 
REBATES UP TO d 3 k 
B.S MENS OOs "onn We're setting the pace for 'B9 Car Sales! in 


pii er a ATC H | N S O N 


PLENTY TO CHOOSE FROM 
SEE THE 


Going Thing at 
Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc. 


EVILLE RD. / BELLEVILLE, MICH. 


BELLEVILLE RD., BELLEVILLE, MAI | (734) 697-9161 


